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Newport’s
pregnant
shark ray
is a first
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Anti-abortion
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to save lives
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Alexandria man faces 20 counts of animal cruelty following raid
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By Cindy Schroeder
cschroeder@nky.com
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See SWEET PEA, Page B2

The dogs taken from an Alexandria property were locked in outdoor kennels and covered in feces. PROVIDED

18 DOGS RESCUED
FROM PUPPY MILL
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NEWPORT — Newport Aquarium’s Sweet Pea is expecting as
many as six pups, marking the first
time a shark ray has become pregnant while in captivity.
The event is so rare that the
official announcement of the prehistoric-looking creature’s pregnancy was made on Saturday’s
“Today” show on NBC-TV.
“We are thrilled with this development,” said Mark Dvornak, general curator at the Newport Aquarium and the shark ray breeding
program lead biologist. “The pregnancy is a testament to the hard
work and dedication our husbandry
and veterinary teams have given
these many years to better understand these remarkable animals.”
Sweet Pea, the first shark ray to
go on display in the Western Hemisphere, arrived at the Newport
Aquarium in 2005 as an adolescent.
Two years later, the addition of a
rare male shark ray named Scooter
resulted in the establishment of the
institution’s Shark Ray Breeding
Program.
Dvornak said Newport Aquarium is considered a leader in the
husbandry of shark rays and is
often consulted by staff at aquariums and zoos throughout the
world. He added little is known
about the creature typically found
in tropical waters such as the Indian Ocean, the western Pacific and
the Red Sea. Because of their wide
heads and fins, shark rays appear
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Officers raid puppy mill, rescue 18 dogs
Animals covered in feces;
2 injured cats also taken
By Adam Kiefaber
akiefaber@cincinnati.com

Sheriff’s deputies checking out a
tip of a suspected puppy mill were
stunned to find shivering, wet dogs
locked in outdoor kennels, standing in
caked feces 2 inches deep and pooling
urine.
Campbell County Sheriff Jeff Kidwell said the visit Friday afternoon to
Dennis Kramer’s Alexandria home
was supposed to be one just to ask
questions, but, when the officers were
faced with the dogs in their deplorable conditions, they rescued 18 dogs
and two cats.
“When we got there we were just
going to do a knock and talk, but ... the
smell was so bad that it would just
knock you down,” Kidwell said. “We
then saw the kennels, and these dogs
were covered in their own feces and
urine.”
Kramer, 55, was arrested and faces
20 counts of animal cruelty because of
the conditions of the animals outside
his Persimmon Grove Pike home. He
is expected to be arraigned Tuesday at
the Campbell County Courthouse.
Kidwell said his office had received a tip about what was going on
at Kramer’s residence. Investigators
then used satellite images and saw
that the residence had outside kennels.
“We were looking for physical
evidence that some animal breeding
was going on,” Kidwell said. “After
some interviews, we gathered enough
information that we could tell that
there was definitely enough smoke to
check it out.”
The conditions the dogs were withstanding had caused some of their
paws to bleed.
“It was terrible,” Kidwell said. “I
don’t think you are ever ready to see
that. I don’t know how these dogs have

ABOVE: “The smell was so bad that it
would just knock you down,” Sheriff Jeff
Kidwell said of the puppy mill.
LEFT: Some of the 18 dogs that were
rescued from Dennis Kramer’s Alexandria
property. He faces 20 counts of animal
cruelty. PROVIDED PHOTOS

HORRID CONDITIONS
See photos at Cincinnati.com of
how the animals were treated at
the suspected puppy mill.
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survived.”
The two cats deputies rescued
were also suffering, Kidwell said. One
was missing an eye and the other had
a severely injured leg.
The animals taken from the scene
were transported to the Campbell
County and Kenton County animal
shelters.
Officers left other cats, as well as
three litters of puppies with their
moms, on the property. The puppies
were left because they were inside a
heated barn, Kidwell said.
Each count of animal cruelty Kramer faces carries a maximum penalty
of up to a year in jail and a $500 fine.
Kidwell, who said he’s a dog lover,
also added that he is committed to
investigating leads about puppy mills,
animal fighting or other cruelty to
animals.
“I’m that glad we were able to rescue these animals from their suffering,” the sheriff said. ■

Hundreds take part in 30th anti-abortion procession
Pro-life supporters cheer
‘progress’ at annual rally
By Carrie Blackmore Smith
csmith@enquirer.com

Lauren Mideli first heard about the
ProLife Rosary Procession and Rally,
held in downtown Cincinnati every
January for the last 30 years, from a
billboard advertisement for the event
on Interstate 71.
And by the time the 26-year-old
had walked her way around downtown Saturday, chanting prayers
among a crowd of hundreds, she was
glad to have braved the 20-degree
temperature.
“The rosary is a very powerful
prayer,” said the blond, bright-eyed
Anderson Township resident, who
attended the event with her fiance. “I
have always been for the pro-life
cause and for saving babies’ lives. I’m
glad we came.”
The procession, which began at
City Hall and wove through downtown to Fountain Square, has been

held each year to coincide with the
anniversary of the Supreme Court
decision Roe vs. Wade, which determined on Jan. 22, 1973, that a right to
privacy under the U.S. Constitution
extends to a woman’s decision to have
an abortion, a view fought by many
through the years, including local
groups such as the Greater Cincinnati
Pro Life Committee, which organizes
the event.
According to the most recent Gallup poll, 48 percent of Americans
consider themselves pro-life, while 45
percent say they’re pro-choice.
“Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord
is with thee; blessed art thou among
women and blessed is the fruit of thy
womb, Jesus,” the crowd chanted,
slowly proceeding by onlookers who
stood on sidewalks, in restaurant,
store and apartment windows, or sat
in halted cars.
“Holy Mary, mother of God, pray
for us sinners, now and at the hour of
our death. Amen,” members of the
procession continued, some carrying
banners and signs, others pushing
strollers or holding children’s hands.

A participant in the 30th annual ProLife
Rosary Procession. THE ENQUIRER/JEFF SWINGER

Once the group reached Fountain
Square and huddled together for coffee and doughnuts, Ann Winner,
mother of six, kicked off the rally,
saying this year has been one of many
achievements for the pro-life movement. She mentioned the new Texas
law that requires doctors performing
an abortion to have formal admitting
privileges at a hospital within 30

miles of the clinic. It has forced many
of the state’s abortion clinics to close,
according to the New York Times, a
move abortion clinic owners and
women’s health advocates argue
forces women in many parts of Texas
to travel several hours to obtain abortions. Many expect the U.S. Supreme
Court to ultimately decide the case.
Mike Longsdon, 72, of Mt. Washington, said part of the reason he’s
participated in the march for the last
five or six years is to spread the prolife message, placing it in front of
people who might otherwise avoid the
topic.
“This event pulls together people
from all across town to help represent
a united front to the public,” Longsdon said, “and share the respect for
life from conception to natural
death.” ■

THE MARCH
See scenes from Saturday’s
ProLife Rosary Procession and
Rally in a video at Cincinnati.com.
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